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The day of action against lorries using the lane is Furzehill is in support of one of the aims of the Village Plan.  We the residents of Furzehill are no longer prepared to suffer the noise, pollution, vibration and environmental damage to our hamlet.  We have clearly outlined in our village plan the problems caused by lorries and we want a lorry ban NOW.

When we canvassed the views of the residents in 2003 the concerns raised during the survey in the Hamlet were:

· Heavy and Medium Commercial Vehicles

· Volume of Traffic

· Speed of Traffic

· Noise and Pollution

· Traffic Calming Measures and Road Safety

· Lane widening

The residents felt these issues were a priority and that the authorities did not appreciate what a devastating effect they were having on residents and the environment at Furzehill.

We have campaigned against speeding vehicles and received great support from our Parish Council.  They have written to the County Council on our behalf.  We want our voice to be heard by the County Council and action taken.   

The section of our Village Plan regarding goods vehicles states:

Section 1
Heavy and Medium Commercial Vehicles.

Furzehill residents are subjected to noise, vibration and pollution from commercial and goods vehicles that damage property.  They create ground shock waves and vibration that the foundations of our cottages were never built to withstand. 

These vehicles are frequently driven at speeds in excess of the 30-mph speed limit.   Residents agree that most of these vehicles pass through the hamlet without any consideration for the residents.

The solution we would choose in our package of measures for this problem is:

· A weight restriction on goods vehicles exceeding 7.5 tonnes similar to that given to the residents of Wimborne, Colehill and Burts Hill

· That a restriction is placed on commercial vehicles not to enter Furzehill unless they are loading or unloading 

· Road safety measures as outlined in the section on road safety and traffic calming (further information on this section can be obtained from the Secretary or Chairman)
The result of lorry prohibitions in other areas nearby is to leave lorries no alternative but to go around the Wimborne area along our county lane.

Did you know: More than 2 billion tonnes of goods are moved around the UK every year and the vast majority of these goods are transported by road. As goods are transported farther than ever before, villages, towns and urban roads are becoming clogged with heavy goods vehicles (HGVs). Local authorities are often reluctant to intervene and impose lorry bans, fearing opposition from local businesses. In terms of pollution (carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds) from vehicles (tonnes per 1000 people),the UK is a mid to high level polluter. 
Source: CfIT 2001 

Between 80 to 120 goods vehicles use our lane every day from half six in the morning to eleven at night Where are the lorries travelling from, and where are they going?   They are certainly not using the bypass that was intended for such vehicle movement.  In fact they are avoiding the bypass preferring to drive down a country lane to a purpose built road for them.

These lorries pose a serious threat to residents and create a real danger for pedestrians, cyclists and children.  They are causing damage to buildings, verges and hedgerows and create pollution and noise.  

Their appearance is relatively recent, within the last three years and there must be a link between other traffic schemes and lorries now using our Hamlet.

Highlighting the dangers of these lorries will not be just one day of action.  It will be an ongoing commitment as our Village Plan outlines. 

We want a ban on these lorries put into place immediately.

We want to stop the pollution of our air.

In its Green Paper on future policy on noise in 1996, the European Commission estimated that between 17 and 22 per cent of the population of the EU suffered from background noise levels that were unacceptably high.

Closer to home, a survey carried out for CPRE looking at rural tranquillity has found that the countryside is becoming more and more affected by urban noise. In the early 1960s 70 per cent of England could be described as tranquil or free from intrusive noise. Thirty years later this had fallen to 56 per cent.

The European Commission estimates that 90 per cent of background noise comes from road traffic. The extension of our motorway network and the general growth in all types of traffic everywhere – total traffic in Britain in 1999 was nine times that in 1950 – has made peace and quiet an increasingly rare commodity.

Facts and figures 

Freight

A 40 tonne, five-axle lorry causes tens of thousands of times more damage than an average car. 
Source: Highways Agency 

A typical freight train can move over 1000 tonnes of product, equivalent to 50 HGVs. 
Source: Railtrack 

At any one time, around 30 per cent of the lorries on our roads are running empty. 
Source: DETR 

Between 1988 and 1998 the average distance that goods were hauled increased by 24 per cent. 
Source: DETR 

Eight out of ten people want to see more goods going by rail or heavy lorries restricted. 
Source: MORI 

Eleven per cent of freight in the UK is carried by rail compared with 23 per cent in Germany. 
Source: Rail Freight Group 

Forty-two per cent of people in the UK believe lorries should be restricted to trunk roads except for access. Sixty per cent believe high street retailers should be encouraged to use smaller lorries for deliveries. 
Source: Rail Freight Group 

Government-funded research into transportation in the food industry suggests that only around 50 per cent of the cubic capacity of loaded vehicles is currently used. 
Source: DETR 

If trends continue lorry traffic will grow by 16 per cent and van traffic by 44 per cent by 2006. 

In 1998, 25 per cent of HGVs failed their annual tests and 6.5 per cent (around one in 15) of HGVs were sufficiently overloaded to face prohibition. 
Source: Vehicle Inspectorate 

It is estimated that nationally up to 15 per cent of HGV mileage is due to drivers getting lost. 
Source: Telford and Wrekin Council 

Moving a tonne of freight by rail produces 80 per cent less carbon dioxide than moving it by road. 
Source: Railway Forum 

Ninety-one per cent of people in the UK think more freight should transfer from motorways to rail and 58 per cent of people believe the Government should subsidise companies to move their goods by rail. 
Source: Rail Freight Group 

Over 2 billion tonnes of goods move around the UK each year. 
Source: DETR 

Over 30 per cent of people in the UK believe lorries are not very safe and 43 per cent believe they do not obey the law very well. 
Source: Rail Freight Group 

Rail carried 102.1 million tonnes of freight in 1998/99 compared with 97.3 million in 1994/95. 

Rail’s share of the freight market grew by 38 per cent between 1995/96 and 1999/2000, from 13.3 to 18.4 billion tonne-kilometres per year. 
Source: DETR 

Recent research indicates that heavy goods vehicles only pay for 59-69 per cent of the costs they impose upon society. 
Source: English Welsh and Scottish Railways 

Road freight transportation accounts for about 16 per cent of total vehicle-km travelled. 

Road haulage accounts for over 5 per cent of the UK’s total fuel use and its share is likely to grow. 
Source: DETR 

The average carbon dioxide emissions for freight movements (in g carbon dioxide per tonne kilometre moved) are as follows: rail-freight 23, heavy goods vehicles 178. 
Source: Strategic Rail Authority 

The movement of freight (measured in tonne kilometres) increased by 42 per cent between 1980 and 2002. However, since 1990 heavy goods vehicle tonne kilometres and vehicle kilometres have increased more slowly than GDP. The average length of haul of goods moved by road increased by over 40 per cent between 1990 and 2002. 
Source: DfT Transport Trends 2002 

The relative movement of goods in the UK measured in tonne kilometres is: road 65 per cent, rail 7 per cent, water 23 per cent and pipeline 5 per cent. 
Source: Transport 2000 

European research suggests that the external costs of transport (accidents, pollution, climate change, congestion and noise) amount to nearly 10 per cent of GDP. Over 90 per cent of these externalities are attributable to road transport. 
Source: International Union of Railways and Community of European Railways 

The total distance walked fell from 244 miles per person per year in Britain in 1985/86 to 189 miles in 1999/2001. Women walked more than men, making 278 journeys per person overall, compared with 246 journeys for men. 
Source: National Travel Survey 

The number of cars and lorries on Britain’s roads rose by 33 per cent between 1979 and 1997. 

Traffic levels are forecast to grow by 17 per cent between 2000 and 2010 under the Ten Year Transport Plan. Originally congestion was predicted to fall by 6 per cent but latest estimates show it could rise by 20 per cent. 
Source: DfT 

Pollution and emissions

Carbon dioxide emissions from road transport in Britain in 2001 were 31 million tonnes with emissions per vehicle having fallen from 1.08 tonnes per vehicle in 1993 to 0.95 tonnes in 2001. Road transport makes up around 21 per cent of total man-made carbon dioxide emissions in the UK. More than 9 million cars in Britain are now fitted with catalytic converters. 
Source: RAC report 2003 

Carbon dioxide emissions from vehicles in Europe are set to rise by 30 per cent by 2010. 
Source: European Environment Agency 

Greenhouse gas emissions from transport in the UK are projected to rise from 39.6 million tonnes of carbon equivalent in 1990 to 48.2MtC in 2010. This is a rise in transport’s share of UK emissions from 18.7 per cent in 1990 to 26.3 per cent in 2010. 
Source: DETR 

Motor vehicles produce 90 per cent of carbon monoxide, 51 per cent of nitrogen oxides, 41 per cent of volatile organic compounds and 19 per cent of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere. 
Source: Car Free London Exhibition 1999 

Road traffic and aviation are the fastest growing sources of the main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide. 
Source: DETR 

Road transport causes almost one fifth of the UK’s emissions of carbon dioxide, the major greenhouse gas. 
Source: Friends of the Earth 

Road transport produces 70 per cent of all emissions of carbon monoxide in Britain. Emissions from road transport rose in the 1970s/80s but have nearly halved over the past decade, mainly due to catalytic converters. 
Source: RAC report 2003 

The 73 per cent increase in road traffic between 1980 and 2002 has resulted in a 39 per cent increase in greenhouse gas emissions from transport, which now accounts for 26 per cent of UK emissions. Two-thirds of people now understand that transport emissions are a major factor contributing to climate change. 
Source: DfT Transport Trends 2002 

Transport produces around 25 per cent of global carbon dioxide and rising. 
Source: Prime Minister Tony Blair in speech to CBI 

Health

Air pollution causes between 12,000 and 24,000 premature deaths each year. 
Source: Committee on the Medical Effect of Air Pollutants 

Around 3.4 million people in the UK have asthma, including 1.5 children. 
Source: Friends of the Earth 

Around 32 million UK inhabitants are exposed to road noise in excess of 55 decibels, compared with 1 million exposed to rail noise of a similar level and 4 million aircraft noise. 
Source: Railway Forum 

Children living on heavily trafficked streets are more likely to develop chronic respiratory problems. 
Source: Occupational and Environmental Medicine 

Eighty-four per cent of people in the UK hear traffic noise at home and 40 per cent of people are bothered, annoyed or disturbed by it. 28 per cent of people say that road traffic noise at their homes has got worse over the past five years. 
Source: DEFRA 

The health impacts of traffic pollution cost £11.1bn each year. 
Source: Environmental Transport Association 

Safety

Although they account for only 7 per cent of the vehicles on our roads, lorries were responsible for a fifth of all road deaths in 1999. 
Source: DETR 

Each of us has a 1 in 17 chance of being killed or seriously injured in a road crash during our lives. 
Source: Sustrans 

For every 1mph reduction in a driver`s speed, the chances of being involved in a crash decrease by 5 per cent. 
Source: Transport Research Laboratory 

HGVs are up to eight times more dangerous than cars in terms of fatalities per mile travelled. 
Source: Transport 2000 

More people have been killed on Britain’s roads since the Second World War than the number of British soldiers killed on active service during the war. 
Source: Slower Speeds Initiative

In 2001 the total number of casualties in road crashes in Britain was 313,309. The number of people killed was 3450, 37,110 were seriously injured and 272,749 were slightly injured. The total killed or seriously injured was 40,560. The KSI figure includes 3144 child pedestrians and 674 child cyclists. The total number of people killed in the Paddington rail crash was 31. The average number of children abducted and killed by strangers is seven a year. 
Source: DfT 

On major, non-urban single carriageway roads in Britain in 2001 76 per cent of articulated HGVs exceeded their 40mph limit. On urban 30mph roads 55 per cent of two-axle HGVs exceeded the speed limit. 
Source: Department for Transport 

Reducing average speeds on the road network by 2mph could save 200-280 lives a year. 
Source: Transport Research Laboratory 

Risk increases five-fold for drivers travelling at 25 per cent above the average speed, as much as from drinking and driving. 
Source: Transport Research Federation 

Roads are the leading cause of fatalities in children. Motor vehicle traffic accidents account for nearly half of all accidental injury fatalities in children. 
Source: Towner and Doswell 2001 

Sixty per cent of fatal crashes occur on rural roads, mainly A roads. 

Speed Camera Partnerships across Britain receive around 10,000 requests for speed cameras from local communities each year. Most are refused due to the Government`s strict criteria for camera placement. There are currently around 5500 fixed and mobile cameras in Britain. 
Source: Transport 2000 

The chance of someone in the UK being killed in a road crash during his or her lifetime is 1 in 209. 
Source: Transport 2000 

Driver attitudes

Seventy-two per cent of drivers feel pressured by other drivers to go quicker. 
Source: Green Flag/Brake 

Traffic, transport and the economy

The movement of freight (measured in tonne kilometres) increased by 42 per cent between 1980 and 2002. However, since 1990 heavy goods vehicle tonne kilometres and vehicle kilometres have increased more slowly than GDP. The average length of haul of goods moved by road increased by over 40 per cent between 1990 and 2002. 
Source: DfT Transport Trends 2002 

EXCERPT FROM: Waiting for Euro 5 and Euro 6

New Emission Standards for Passenger Cars, Vans and Lorries

Introduction

Road transport contributes considerably to Europe’s continuing air quality problems.  These problems include premature mortality, aggravation of respiratory and cardiovascular disease, aggravation of existing asthma, acute respiratory symptoms, chronic bronchitis, and decreased lung function. Numerous studies also link exhaust gases to increased incidence of lung cancer.
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